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Mumbai: MLA Sana Malik-Shaikh Flags Misuse Of Free Beds In
Charitable Hospitals, Seeks Govt Accountability
MLA Sana Malik-Shaikh frorm Anushaktinagar Assermbly constituency has drawn the government's attention to

the afleged misuse of subsidized and reserved free beds meant for underprivileged patients in Murnbai's
charitable hospitais
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Mumbal: MLA Sana Malik-Shalkh frem Arushaktinagar Assambly constituency has drown the
governmant’s attention to the afeged misuse of subsidized ond reserved free beds meant for
undearprivilagad patients in Murnbai's charitable hospitals. Roising the issue through a Calling
Attention motion in the Assermbly, she questioned what steps the govarnment is taking to hold
these hospitals accountable,

Highiighting the responsibiities of charitable rust-run hospitals that recaive extensive banalits
frarm the government—such os low-cost lond and subsidies—MLA Malik-Shaikh pointed out that
these hospitals are baund to offer low-cost or free treatment to economically weaker sections,
However, sha allegad that many hosgitals are failing ta meet these obligations and are
nagiecting poor patiants.

She backed her claim with data from a sunvey conducted by india CSR through Vikas Global
Charitable Trust between 2023 and 2024, The raport showed that while 71% of beds ore supposed
1o e free for Below Poverty Line (BPL) patients, and 92% reserved for economically weaker
sactions [EWS), onty 2% are allotted for IPS quota. Despite this, actual utilizotion of these bads for
the intanded bensficiaries remains dismal
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She further reminged the House that o digital portal wos lounched in 2024 by then OM Devendra
Fadnavis, aimed ot coerdinating medical collages, charitable hospitals, and district collectors.
However, sha gquestioned whether this portal will be mode publicly accessible to ensure
transparency ond oworsnass

Raoising multiple pressing guestions to the government, she asked:

Will the governmeant install clear signoge outside hospitals to inform citizens ot the ovoilability of
fres and reserved beds?

What steps will be taken to ensure aowareness of such focilties among the general public?
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Wil reqi-time updates on vocant beds be provided?

How will the governmant halp patients wha cannet access digtal plattarms to ovall these
services?

Sana Malik-Shalkh's painted questioning colled for greater transparancy, stranger enfercement,
and citizen-Triendly measures to ensure that benefits meant for the poor actually reach them,
She demanded immediote government intervention ta stop the systemnic neglect and misuse
happening in charitable hospitals.



